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LIMITED TORT ALTERNATIVE INFORMATION NOTICE – PENNSYLVANIA 
  
Each person who elects the limited tort alternative 
remains eligible to seek compensation for economic 
loss sustained in a motor vehicle accident as the 
consequence of the fault of another person pursuant 
to applicable tort law. Unless the injury sustained is a 
serious injury, each person who is bound by the lim-
ited tort election shall be precluded from maintaining 
an action for noneconomic loss, except that:  
A. An individual otherwise bound by the limited tort 

election who sustains damages in a motor vehicle 
accident as the consequence of the fault of an-
other person may recover damages as if the in-
dividual damaged had elected the full tort alter-
native whenever the person at fault:  
1. Is convicted, or accepts Accelerated Rehabili-

tative Deposition for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol or a controlled substance in 
that accident;  

2. Is operating a motor vehicle registered in an-
other state;  

3. Intends to injure himself or another person, 
provided that an individual does not inten-
tionally injure himself or another person 
merely because his act or failure to act is in-
tentional or done with his realization that it 
creates a grave risk of causing injury if the act 
or omission causing the injury is for the 
purpose of averting bodily harm to himself or 
another person; or  

4. Has not maintained financial responsibility as 
required by the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle 
Financial Responsibility Law; 

provided that nothing in Paragraphs 1. through 4. 
shall affect the limitation of a person, precluded 
from maintaining an action for noneconomic 
damages under the limited tort alternative, to re-
cover noneconomic damages under Uninsured 
Motorists Coverage or Underinsured Motorists 
Coverage. 

B. An individual otherwise bound by the limited tort 
election shall retain full tort rights with respect to 
claims against a person in the business of design-
ing, manufacturing, repairing, servicing or other-
wise maintaining motor vehicles arising out of a 
defect in such motor vehicle which is caused by 
or not corrected by an act or omission in the 
course of such business, other than a defect in a 
motor vehicle which is operated by such busi-
ness.  

C. An individual otherwise bound by the limited tort 
election shall retain full tort rights if injured while 
an occupant of a motor vehicle other than a pri-
vate passenger motor vehicle.  


